the ecumenical 


East German Bishop toKe¥ 


A Lutheran bishop from East Germany will 
eliver the keynote address to the third assem- 
ly of the World Council of Churches, Novem- 
er 18-December 6, in New Delhi, India. 

Dr. Gottfried Noth, Dresden, of the Evan- 
elical Lutheran Church (Landeskirche) of 
axony, will address the opening evening session 
lovember 19, on the Assembly theme “Jesus 
hrist—the Light of the World.” 

His audience will be more than 1,000 church 
aders from the WCC’s 175 member churches. 

Major speeches on the associate assembly 
1emes—Witness, Service, and Unity—will be 
iven in the two days following. These speeches 
ill set the stage for concentrated study of the 
yeme by the 625 official delegates. 

Out of these sessions are expected to come 
1e policy statements on social issues, interna- 
onal affairs, unity, evangelism and other con- 
ns. 

The speaker on “Witness” will be Dr. P. D. 
evanandan, director of the Christian Institute 
yr the Study of Religion and Society, Banga- 
re, India. 

The speaker on “Service” will be Professor 
fasao Takenaka, of Doshisha University, Kyoto, 
pan, chairman of the Committee on the Wit- 
2ss of the Laity of the East Asia Christian Con- 
rence. 
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The speaker on “Unity” will be Dr. Joseph 
A. Sittler, professor at the Theological Faculty 
of the University of Chicago. 


All around the world congregations will join in 
prayer on Sunday, Nov. 19, for the Third As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches. 
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The World of Books 


In On the Road to Christian Unity Dr. Sam- 
uel McCrea Cavert (Harper and Brothers, New 
York, 175 pages, $3.75) distills forty years of 
ecumenical wisdom and experience into a read- 
able and challenging short book on the ecu- 
menical movement. 

Churches studying and praying for the third 
assembly at New Delhi will want this book. 
Dr. Cavert’s appraisal of the ecumenical move- 
ment surveys the road we have traveled, the 
crossroads where we are, fellow pilgrims, and 
the far horizon. 

He gives chapters to non-cooperating Protes- 
tants and the ecumenical movement, Roman 
Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and the younger 
churches of Asia and Africa. Written in a lucid 
style, the book avoids the pitfalls of ecclesiastical 
jargon. 

Listen to what he says about the ecumenical 
congregation: 


The crux of ecumenical advance is an even more 
personalized matter than the relation between con- 
gregations in the same community. The decisive ques- 
tion is what happens within each congregation and, 
finally, in the minds and hearts of the individual 
members. It is here that the local and ecumenical 
must meet. It is here that the ecumenical must be- 
come local and the local become ecumenical. 


It has become almost trite to say that the ecumenical 
movement must be ‘carried down to the grass roots.” 
This way of describing the matter is unfortunate. It 
implies two misconceptions. One is that whatever is 
ecumenical has to do with some over-all organization 
at “the top” and needs only to be understood at the 
so-called “lower levels.” The truth, however, is that 
the ecumenical church is just the local church in its 
own true character as an integral unit of the whole 
People of God throughout the world. The other 
misconception is that our ecumenical problems will 
be solved if only the knowledge of the church in 
its worldwide extension and its interdenominational 
connections, now comprehended by many national 
leaders, can be communicated to all congregations. 
However needed this may be, the fundamental prob- 
lem is not information but active commitment to the 
total mission of the church of Christ in the world... . 


Whenever a congregation really sees itself as a unit 
in the universal Church, in vital relation with the 
whole Body of Christ and participating in His mis- 
sion to the world, a necessary foundation-stone of the 
ecumenical movement has been laid. The antithesis of 
the ecumenical and the local then no longer exists. 
The local and the ecumenical are one. 


In his book Dr. Cavert tells the story of Pro- 
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fessor Bela Vassady who made his way wi 
great difficulty from his native Hungary te 
Geneva for a meeting of the provisional coms 
mittee for the World Council just after Worl 
War II. “When he had the mishap of breaking 
his glasses, his ecumenical colleagues insiste¢ 
on providing him with new ones. They wer 
bifocals. He often spoke of them as his ‘ecu 
menical’ glasses and used them as a symbol o¥ 
the kind of vision that is required in the churck 
It is, he said, a bifocal vision, which can $e« 
both the near-at-hand and the distant and k 
a Christian in right relationship to both”. 

Bela Vassady is himself the author of a new 
book, Light Against Darkness (the Christiaw 
Education Press, Philadelphia, 176 pages, $3) 
Dr. Vassady explains in his preface that theme 
of this book are by and large identical with thé 
general theme and associated themes of New 
Delhi but his manuscript was written indd 
pendently of preparatory studies published b# 
the Council. 

In One Great Ground of Hope (The West 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 205 pages, $3.95 
Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Unio 
Theological Seminary, New York, writes on thé 
timely subject of “Christian Missions and Chris 
tian Unity.” All those who are interested in th 
integration of the World Council of Churche 
and its sister organization, the International Mis: 
sionary Council, to be effected at New Delhi 
will find this book of interest. 

Dr. Van Dusen divides his book into thre 
major sections: Yesterday (A Century and a Ha4 
of Christian Unity), Today (The Younge 
Churches), and Tomorrow (The Prospects’s 
The appendix contains an invaluable chronology 
of Christian unity prepared by the Williar 
Adams Brown Ecumenical Library. | 

No Darkness At All, an account of the Ney 
Delhi assembly, by Dr. James W. Kennedy, wil 
be published by Bethany Press on Feb. 1, 196/ 

This book commissioned by the U.S. Confes 
ence for the World Council of Churches is ¢ 
eye-witness account of the New Delhi meetini 
and a study guide as well. It is designed to r¢ 
port to the local congregation the events of th 
assembly and to give helpful study questions. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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YOUTH AND UNITY: ANN ARBOR 1961 


9 Christian unity on the North American continent may be strongly influenced in the years 
ead by encounters which took place on a midwestern campus in August 1961. 


The two thousand young Christians at the 
st North American Ecumenical Youth As- 
bly which met at the University of Michi- 
n, Ann Arbor, issued no message to the world 
fpr the churches to which they belong. The 
Msembly made few headlines but it may make 
pistory. 
ee rusted with the Message of Reconcilia- 
">a" was the theme for the week-long gather- 
Ng (August 16-23). Never before had so many 
@otestant, Anglican, and Orthodox young peo- 
Me from Canada and the United States been 
Mecially delegated to an ecumenical assembly 
3% The assembly held for the purpose of study 
ied encounter was sponsored by the youth de- 
Mrtments of the World Council, National and 
Manadian Councils of Churches, and the World 
anc of Christian Education. 
y “By the end of the first day everybody was 
Hginning to realize that an assembly delegate 
Bould be like a wrist watch—moisture proof, 
bock resistant, and anti-dogmatic,” the Rev. 
Wilbur K. Howard, United Church of Canada, 
Moronto, said in summing up the assembly on 
Ge final night. 
+ For seven days the high school and college stu- 
ents from widely varying geographical ee 
Geological backgrounds gave and sustained < 
“amber of shocks. They were from 40 differ. 


Mit religious groups. For Sania the 
Grthodox—it was the first time they ee met 
Bich Christian youth of other churches. 


“A Mighty Fortress Is Our Church” 
of the company of “For Heaven’s Sake”, musical 


sing members 


produced at the North American Ecumenical 


Youth Assembly. 


Delegates were dismayed as often by their lack 
of knowledge of their own traditions as they 
were by the strange liturgical practices and 
theological convictions of others. Greater con- 
fessional awareness grew along with more rest- 
lessness at the divided state of Christ's church. 

The young churchmen heard the Biblical 
theme of the assembly presented each morning 
by Canada’s Dr. George Johnson, dean of the 
United Theological College, Montreal. The 
heart of the assembly was the Bible study and 
the large group was divided into 125 small ones 
each morning after the main theme presentation. 

Two plays specially commissioned by the as- 
sembly to raise provocative questions more than 
succeeded in that aim. Some delegates—and 
older leaders—questioned whether they should 
have been produced at all. The first was “Break 
Them in Pieces”, a drama of four troubled and 
rootless people in the contemporary world, 
written by 26-year-old Rhodes scholar Fred 
Myers. 

Comments ranged from “garbage” to “great” 

. the poor man’s “La Dolce Vita”, “a shock- 
ing presentation of lostness in an existential 
setting.” That was on Thursday night and on 


(Continued on page 5) 
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A Prayer for the Third Assembly 


Eternal God, the Father from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
who art gathering out of every nation one people in Christ, we remember before Thee 
those from many lands and races who this day meet at the Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in New Delhi. As now they meet with one accord in one place may the 
grace and power of Thy Holy Spirit be with them. May He Who is the true Light be the 
light of their worship and their decisions, to the end that in their witness and service 
and unity Thy people may glorify Thy name in the whole world. 


We remember before Thee all the churches represented at New Delhi, our own com- 
munion and our partners in obedience. As we are drawn together in prayer for those 
who represent us there, so may we be drawn by Christ into greater unity with one 
another, and by his grace become more faithful witnesses to that Light which is for the 
healing of the nations and the redemption of the world. 


With Thy holy church throughout the world, and with the whole company of Thy saints, 
we offer Thee the worship and service of this congregation. Keep us constant in the 
fellowship of Thy family, and faithful in our calling as ambassadors of Christ, until all 
the ends of the earth shall see Thy salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with Thee and with the Holy Spirit be all glory and praise, now and forever. AMEN 


This prayer designed to be used in the churches on Sunday, November 19, the opening day of tl 
third assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi, will be available from the Ne 
York office after Oct. 15 as a church bulletin insert. It will cost $2 per hundred. 
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Vorld Council Exhibit 
atures Taylor Photos 


| A photo exhibit which shows the contempo- 
ry quest for Christian unity is now on view 
the Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive, 
ew York. 


The exhibition features the work of John P. 
aylor, a U.S. photographer based at the World 
Huncil of Churches’ headquarters in Geneva, 
Svitzerland. Photographs made on trips to four 
Hntinents are on view in the Treasure Room 
hh the main floor of the Center through No- 
ember 30. 

3 “Jesus Christ, the Light of the World” is the 
meme for both the photo show and the third 
fsembly of the World Council of Churches 
thich will be held in New Delhi, India, Nov. 
B-Dec. 6. (See page 1.) 

| Witness, service, and unity are the main con- 
tos of the assembly which will draw about 
00 Christian leaders from around the world. 
ihese themés are treated in the 130 photographs 
howing the refugee work of the Council, aid 
» underdeveloped areas, evangelistic work, and 
shristian encounter across national and denomi- 
ational lines. 

§ John P. Taylor, who is also film-maker and 
»signer for the Council, has been published in 
fading magazines and newspapers here and 
broad. Before joining the staff of the World 
ouncil of Churches in 1953, he maintained a 


Fsign studio in New York. 
A native of Kansas, he studied at Phillips 


niversity in Oklahoma, the Kansas City Art 
istitute, and the Art Student’s League. He has 
ught art, worked as a photographer in North 
frica, and painted murals in Mexico and Japan. 
In his job with the Council Taylor has photo- 
-aphed great contemporary Christian personali- 
tes such as the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
wiss theologian Karl Barth. He has also re- 
orded poignant moments in the lives of Hun- 
arian refugees, earthquake victims in Agadir, 
forocco, and—just this month—maimed An- 
olans seeking refuge in the Congo. 

_ Mr. Taylor is at work on a film on the re- 
swal of the church for which South African 
ovelist Alan Paton is doing the script. 


New Film 


The story of the Old Believers, “As the Night- 
ingale Waits for the Summer’, is a 1314 minute 
black-and-white film beautifully photographed 
by Brazilian George Pessis. Script is by Aus- 
tralia’s John Garrett. 

It is an adaptation by Church World Service 
of a World Council of Churches film recently 
entered in the Cannes Film Festival. 

The film is available for showing on tele- 
vision stations through your local council of 
churches or from Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission, National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York 27, New York. 

For church groups the rental is $6.00 per 
showing, and for purchase $22.50. Write to 
Church World Service, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, New York. 


BOOKS (Continued from page 2) 


The 128-page book will have 32 pages of 
photos by John P. Taylor and will sell for $1.50. 
Orders may be placed with the New York office 
now. Special pre-publication prices are available 
on quantity orders. 

Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary of 
the New York office, will provide the preface 
for the book. The author is the rector of the 
Church of the Ascension, New York City, and 
a delegate of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
to the assembly. He is the author of previous 
popular reports on the Evanston and Amsterdam 
assemblies and the Lund, Sweden, Faith and 
Order Conference. 

Norman Goodall, secretary of the Joint Com- 
mittee of the WCC and the IMC, is another 
ecumenical veteran turned author. Oxford Press 
will bring out his The Ecumenical Movement, 
What It Is and Does, on Sept. 21. The 248-page 
book will sell for $4.50. It is designed for use 
by the minister and interested layman. The Eng- 
lish author has been praised by Father Bernard 
Leeming, Roman Catholic ecumenist, who says 
“From it I learned many facts about Roman 
Catholics of which I was unaware.” 

All books listed available from the New York 
office of the World Council. 
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SPECIAL EPS 
DELHI SERIES 


To follow the proceedings of the New Delhi 
assembly of the World Council of Churches, sub- 
scribe to Ecumenical Press Service's special as- 
sembly issues. EPS, the weekly news service, will 
be issued every two days during the assembly. 

You can have this special Assembly EPS for 
only $2.50 for two months (November and 
December) airmail. By taking advantage of 
this offer you can have frequent and thorough 
news of the assembly WHILE it is going on. 
Order now. 


Assembly EPS 

World Council of Churches 
Room 439, 475 Riverside Drive 
New York 27, New York 


Please send me the special Assembly series of 
EPS for the months of November and De- 
cember. I enclose $2.50. [J 


Billme. 


Address: 


Date: 


I prefer to receive EPS for one year airmail for 
$10 which I enclose. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a_ bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Betty 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
The Council unites 175 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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Stop, Look, Listen . 


More than 150 press and radio representati 
from all parts of the world have been acral 
to cover the third assembly of the World Co 
cil of Churches in New Delhi in Novemk 
This is a much smaller group than the unp 
dented 700 at Evanston but many of the ma 
networks, wire services, and newspapers — 
represented. 

Friends of the World Council can help: 
by letting local newspapers know that they 
interested in the assembly and by express 
appreciation to those who do give good 
age. The New York public relations office ¥ 
be grateful to those who consider themselyve 
voluntary clipping service. Send clippings 
W.C.C. Public Relations, Room 439, 475 Ri 
side Drive, N.Y. 27. 

Among the special programs which will d 
with New Delhi is an ABC network show to 
produced on January 30. Watch your 
papers for news of this and other programs 
Christian unity. The Pilgrimage radio series 
ABC in December (9-9:25 PM, EST) will 
feature discussion on Christian unity. 

The New York office will send a 
graphed list of post-Delhi resources, includ 
films and filmstrips, on request. 


ANN ARBOR (Continued from page 3) 


Sunday the assembly dared again—this time v 
a satirical musical review by Helen Kron 
with music by Fred Silver. 

The assembly delegates rose in wildly ; 
plauding acclamation at the end of “For Heave 
Sake”. The next morning they backed up t 
enthusiasm with orders for 1000 copies of 
original cast record of the music. 

As they returned to their homes in Can 
and the United States and more than forty f 
eign countries, young delegates left with | 
challenge of the final speaker William Strit 
fellow, a New York attorney who has dd 
most of his practice in East Harlem. 

The secret of Christian unity must be sou 
and will only be found in the world, he t 
them. “If any man today would be a Christi 
and confront and bear the burden of the ¢ 
order of the churches, he must live in the wa 
where Christ lives.” 


